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TRAVEL TO TASMANIA

“Embrace the unexpected”, Coral Expeditions tells would-be 

adventurers considering a Tasmania cruise. What can be 

anticipated, though, is that the line will be circumnavigating 

the Australian state from Hobart three times in 2027 on the 

72-passenger Coral Discoverer – but tides, wildlife and local 

customs can have a bearing on the actual itinerary. Even if it 

goes slightly off-plan, guests will visit numerous national parks; 

see kangaroos, wallabies, wombats and fur seals; walk on a 

volcanic plug; kayak on the ocean; and learn about the state’s 

convict past at the former penal colony of Port Arthur.

Book it: From about £6,944 for a 14-night Circumnavigation of 

Tasmania cruise in February 2027, excluding flights. Also sold via 

tour operators including If Only, Gold Medal and Audley Travel. 

coralexpeditions.com

CLOSE TO HOME

While this voyage around Scotland on 

Silversea’s 274-passenger Silver Wind won’t be 

as chilly as going to the poles, it’s a perfect way 

for clients to get a taste of expedition cruising 

without the expense of flying to the ends of the 

Earth. It also showcases wildlife havens such 

as the Farne Islands, Lindisfarne, the Shiant 

Islands and Lunga – home to puffins, kittiwakes, 

guillemots and seals – and includes a couple of 

days exploring the Faroe Islands. As in the poles, 

an expedition team will host lectures when the 

ship is at sea, while on port days, they will guide 

Zodiac cruises or tours and hikes ashore.

Book it: From £7,700 for an 11-day Edinburgh 

(Leigh) to Dublin cruise in May 2027, excluding 

flights. 

silversea.com

6
P

IC
T
U

R
ES

: E
ri

c 
D

u
ra

n
 G

a
zq

u
e
z;

 M
ic

h
a

e
l S

 N
o

la
n

BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

A
R
T

P
R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

C
L
IE

N
T

S
U

B
S

R
E
P
R
O

 O
P

V
E
R

S
IO

N



travelweekly.co.uk/cruise May  2026 41

7

VENTURE INTO VIETNAM 

Pandaw’s Red River cruise ventures deep into northern 

Vietnam on a voyage from picturesque Halong Bay to 

Viet Tri or vice-versa – a journey no other line offers. The 

cruise actually follows four waterways – the Kinh Thay, 

Red, Lo and Da rivers – where often the only way ashore 

is via a makeshift gangway propped up between the 

32-passenger Angkor Pandaw and the riverbank.  

As well as water-puppet shows, visits to markets and 

boat trips through limestone caves, the cruise includes 

a full day in Hanoi, with a visit to the prison dubbed  

the ‘Hanoi Hilton’, where US airmen taken prisoner 

during the Vietnam War were interned. 

Book it: From £4,084 for a 10-night Halong Bay  

& Red River cruise in January 2027, excluding  

flights, sold in the UK via Fred Holidays. 

fredholidays.co.uk
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EXPEDITION

MEXICAN WAVES

Passengers exploring Mexico’s Baja California region 

with National Geographic-Lindblad Expeditions are 

promised a whale of a time – literally – because the 

line is there between January and March, when grey 

whales arrive after a long journey from the Arctic to 

give birth. They’ll not only get close-ups of mothers 

with their calves during the eight-day adventure, which 

operates round-trip from Loreto on the 100-passenger 

National Geographic Venture, but also go on boat 

safaris in search of dolphins, snorkel with sea lions  

and hike through a desert that runs down to the sea. 

Book it: The eight-day Among the Great Whales cruise 

starts at £5,169 in January 2027, excluding flights.

uk.expeditions.com
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