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Aby Dunsby falls for the myriad 
charms of the Sporades islands

@AbraDunsby

gems
Aegean Now this is my kind of beach. 

A curve of glinting golden 
sand, water so bright and blue 
it looks like someone’s put an 
Instagram filter on it, and a 
nose-tingling scent of pines 
wafting from the dense clump 
of greenery behind me. The best 
bit? I’m the only one on it.     

The Cyclades might be having 
a moment right now, thanks to 
sublime Santorini and à la mode 
Mykonos, but for clients less 
keen on sharing their holiday 
with the tourist mass, there are 
the lesser-known islands of the 
Sporades, where the beaches are 
unspoiled, the food is cheap and 
delicious, and the atmosphere is 
wonderfully easy-going.   

Lying off the eastern coast 
of Greece in the Aegean, the 
Sporades, meaning ‘scattered 
ones’, consist of 24 islands, 
most of which are permanently 
uninhabited, save for four: 
Skiathos, Skopelos, Alonissos and 
Skyros (the hardest to reach and 
the least-visited of the four). 

When I visit Skiathos, Skopelos 
and Alonissos in early May, the 
weather is warm enough for 
sunbathing, and the islands’ 
pretty ports, restaurants, cafes 
and beaches feel lively but not 
overcrowded, making them all 
the more appealing for clients 
seeking true relaxation.  

Unlike other sun-parched 
Mediterranean islands, the 
Sporades are swathed in pine 
forest, making for a surprisingly 
green archipelago, and between 

them they’re home to an 
embarrassment of beautiful 
beaches. Here we give you the 
lowdown on the three main 
islands, and what to tell clients  
to see and do on each.  

w SKIATHOS
The most popular and 
cosmopolitan of the Sporades 
Islands is also the easiest to 
reach. As well as its international 
airport, there are daily ferries and 
hydrofoils connecting Skiathos 
to its three siblings, making it 
the perfect starting point for an 
island-hopping holiday.  

Skiathos is home to about 65 
sandy beaches, the most popular 
of which are on the south side 
of the island and are kitted out 
for both families and couples, 
offering umbrellas and loungers 
for hire, and plenty of beach  
bars. All are blessed with water 
so blue and clear that you’d 
be forgiven for thinking 

TOP TIPWin two tickets to Cyprus with Blue Air – get the details and enter at comp.travelweekly.co.uk/BlueAir
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Islands of Greece 
offers seven 

nights’ B&B at 
Hotel Yalis in 

Alonissos from 
£569, including 

flights and 
transfers. 

islands-of-greece.
co.uk

Classic Collection 
Holidays a seven 

nights’ B&B at 
Skiathos Princess 

from £873, 
including flights 

and private 
transfers. 

classic-collection.
co.uk

sample
product

A trip to Skopelos Town also  
makes for a lovely evening, where  
I saunter through flagstone streets, 
past slate-roofed houses with wooden 
balconies, and stop off for a glass of 
ouzo en route. 

w ALONISSOS
I feel my pulse slow as soon as I step 
off the boat and on to Alonissos, a 
tiny, quiet island that brims with Greek 
charisma. Home to about 3,000 people, 
its remoteness renders it ideal for 
clients craving total peace and quiet, 
offering a craggy interior, standout 
beaches and welcoming locals. 

The greenest of the three islands lies 
in the middle of the National Marine 
Park of Alonissos, which was created 
mainly to protect the endangered 
monk seal that lives in its waters. Boat 
excursions leave from Patitiri, the port 
town and capital, and although clients 
will need to be lucky to see a seal, as 
boats are not permitted in the core 
protected area, dolphin sightings are 
frequent, plus there are 80 species of 
bird to spot. 

Our guide steers us into the cool, 
stalagmite-filled Blue Cave, where the 
water is incredibly clear and teems 
with fish, before dropping me off for 
some sunbathing on Agios Dimitrios, 
a gorgeous slice of white-pebble 

I feel my pulse slow as 
soon as I step off the 
boat and on to the tiny, 
quiet island of Alonissos 

ABOVE: National Marine Park of Alonissos 




