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Connections via Zagreb available 

to Dubrovnik, Pula and Zadar.

croatiaairlines.com

Albania is undoubtedly an 

up-and-coming escape, with 

international visitor numbers rising 

by a third from January to June 

this year, compared with 2023. 

There are plenty of new ways to 

sell it too: Sunvil has expanded its 

Albania portfolio, Cyplon Holidays 

introduced the destination for the 

first time this year and Ryanair has 

added new routes from Birmingham 

and Bristol to capital Tirana.

The country is known for being 

affordable, home to seaside gems, 

lakefront towns and historical 

sites – all for a fraction of the 

cost of neighbouring Greece. 

Albania’s riviera is not to be 

missed. In Sarande (a short boat 

ride from Corfu), silky sand meets 

emerald sea beneath Likurs Castle, 

built in 1781 during the time of the 

Ottoman Empire. South of Sarande, 

Ksamil is popular among locals and 
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Ksamil, Albania
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tourists – especially if they’ve seen 

the ‘Maldivian beach in Albania’ 

viral videos on social media. Visitors 

can upgrade their beach visit 

by renting one of the overwater 

bungalows or by hiring a jetski to visit 

one of Ksamil’s three small islands. 

Albania is fast becoming a 

hotspot for escorted tours with 

established experts such as Regent 

Holidays and Intrepid Travel, joined 

this year by Cox & Kings – with 

a new 10-day tour that twins the 

country with Kosovo – and by 

Newmarket Holidays in 2025. 

Many itineraries take in 

medieval towns close to the capital 

such as Kruje – famed for its castle, 

mosaic-tiled streets and old bazaar 

– and Berat, also known as the 

‘town of a thousand windows’, 

which highlights Albania’s diverse 

religious heritage with minarets 

rising alongside Byzantine churches. 

Other points of historical interest 

include Korce on the eastern edge, 

which has beautiful landmarks 

including the Resurrection of 

Christ Cathedral and the local 

bazaar, where visitors can pause 

for a bite of tavë kosi, a baked 

lamb and rice dish served with 

yoghurt. To get the best sunset view 

climb the stairs of the Panoramic 

Tower, a 360-degree observation 

deck overlooking the city.

City-break travellers will 

find something of interest too: 

Albania’s capital is set to receive 

a substantial makeover as part of 

the ‘Tirana 2030’ initiative to turn 

the city into a greener metropolis, 

complete with bike lanes and 

urban forests. For now, visitors can 

explore the marble and mosque-

filled Skanderbeg Square, and 

the colourful Blloku district with its 

eclectic boutiques and cute cafes. 

BOOK IT 

AUTHENTIC ALBANIA

Jerome Downer, product 

manager at Cyplon Holidays, 

counters myths about the country

 

Myth: There isn’t much to do

Fact: Albania has so much to offer: 

immense natural beauty, rugged 

mountains, hiking and kayaking trails, 

rich history and quirky cities. 

 

Myth: You can’t drink alcohol

Fact: Although predominantly 

Muslim, drinking alcohol is legal. 

Must-tries include the local raki made 

of twice-distilled grapes and aniseed, 

or a traditional red sparkling wine. 

 

Myth: There is no public transport

Fact: It’s not famed for its public 

transport infrastructure, but private 

coaches, car rentals or chauffeur 

services can cost a fraction of the 

price of anywhere else in Europe.

Cyplon Holidays offers a 

seven-night stay at Adriatik Hotel 

in Durres from £769 including 

breakfast, baggage, private 

transfers and return flights from 

Luton. Departing on October 1. 

cyplon.co.uk
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Adriatik 
Hotel
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Sophie Jones, 
product manager, 
Elegant Resorts

“The opening of Europe’s first 

One&Only property has put 

Montenegro on the radar of the 

luxury traveller. The popularity 

of neighbouring Croatia has also 

contributed to Montenegro’s success 

– this year it overtook Croatia in 

our figures for the first time, by 

20%, mostly thanks to One&Only 

Portonovi, as travellers now want to 

experience Montenegro or combine 

it with Dubrovnik. Visitors can take a 

short break to enjoy shopping, dining 

or events such as at Regent Porto 

Montenegro, or a longer, more relaxed 

beach stay at The Chedi Luštica Bay. 

Montenegro boasts charming villages, 

vibrant marinas and incredible 

seafood and a boat trip in the Bay of 

Kotor is a must to see the mountain 

backdrop from the water, as well as 

visiting Our Lady of the Rocks.”
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Elegant Resorts offers a seven-

night stay in a Portonovi Room at 

One&Only Portonovi on a bed 

and breakfast basis from £2,765. 

Price includes private transfers, 

UK lounge passes and return 

economy flights from Gatwick 

departing on September 30. 

elegantresorts.co.uk

 

One&Only 
Portonovi

BOOK IT 

While luxury can mean 

Michelin-starred dining in Italy 

or lavish resorts in the Maldives, 

Montenegro is a fitting candidate 

for all-out opulence, with a 

One&Only resort opening to much 

fanfare in 2021 plus the Porto 

Montenegro development set to 

welcome more luxury hotels and 

high-end boutiques by the end of 

this year, starting with the Regent 

hotel, which has already opened. 

These luxurious properties all 

enjoy views of the fjord-like Bay 

of Kotor, with six bays and two 

channels dominated by dramatic 

peaks. To explore the bay’s hidden 

coves and secluded beaches, 

suggest booking a private yacht 

with a wine and dine experience 

on board, complete with a 

private chef and sommelier. 

Kotor town has plenty on offer 

too: clients can walk the city’s 

Fortress Wall, the second largest in 

the world, stroll into the church of St 

Nicholas, get lost in twisted stone-

built alleyways or simply browse for 

handmade trinkets. After exploring, 

suggest they make a reservation 

for a lavish dinner at Galion, a 

panoramic restaurant that offers 

delectable seafood dishes, or take a 

taxi over to Budva for livelier Miami-

like vibes and high-end beach clubs.

Adventurous lovers of luxury 

may want to discover Montenegro’s 

northern rocky massifs: Durmitor 

National Park’s plateau and 

numerous scenic lakes are a 

favourite among seasoned hikers. 

The Tara River Canyon, which slices 

through the area, is famed for white-

water rafting, kayaking and an 

adrenaline-pumping 1,400-metre 

zipline across the gorge. 

Close by is Biogradska 

Gora National Park, one of the 

three remaining rainforests in 

Europe. Exploring the peaks and 

valleys of this remote northern 

landscape on horseback is the 

way to go with a guided ride 

through the virgin forest reserve. 

At the heart of this park is 

the glacial Biogradsko Lake, 

its sapphire surface resembling 

something out of Narnia, 

which transforms into a popular 

snowshoeing spot during winter.

PI
C

TU
R

E:
 A

d
o

b
e 

S
to

ck
/

N
ig

ht
m

a
n1

9
6

5

Splurge

91TRW2431123.pgs  29.07.2024  12:28    BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

A
R
T

P
R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

C
L
IE

N
T

S
U

B
S

R
E
P
R
O

 O
P

V
E
R

S
IO

N

c
ro

a
ti

a
  


