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while the 254-room W Toronto opened in the Yorkville 

neighbourhood earlier in the year. The city’s Drake Hotel 

recently added its five-storey, 32-room Modern Wing, 

and the Sheraton Centre Toronto Hotel will reopen in the 

next few months following a spectacular makeover. 

In Québec, Canada’s first Club Med resort, the Club 

Med Charlevoix, opened at the end of last year, as did 

the first Marriott Autograph Collection hotel in Halifax. 

The five-star, 109-room Muir Hotel was designed by 

celebrated Nova Scotian architect Brian MacKay-Lyons. 

One hotel to watch is Banff National Park’s Fairmont 

Banff Springs, which recently embarked upon a 

$35 million renovation, due to be completed next year. 

 

NEW FLIGHT ROUTES  

On May 11, Air Transat will launch a direct route 

between Gatwick and Québec City. The flights will 

depart from Québec on Wednesdays and return from 

Gatwick on Thursdays, until the end of September. 

Air Canada, meanwhile, will resume its flights 

between Edinburgh and Toronto. The route will operate 

six times a week from June 1 to October 2 this year, 

reducing to four times a week from October 3-29.    

Getting around North America is also becoming 

increasingly easy following the launch of budget carrier 

Lynx Air. The airline will offer services in Vancouver, 

Victoria, Kelowna, Toronto, Calgary and Winnipeg.  

On June 9, meanwhile, JetBlue will launch direct routes 

from Vancouver to Boston and New York.

Rebecca 

Deacon, 

luxury gold 

counsellor, 

Travel 

Counsellors

“Know your product. 

It’s important to pick 

well‑established partners to 

work with. Do your research 

and speak to tourism boards 

– they can be a great source 

of training material and are 

set up to be trade‑friendly, 

so we can inspire guests to 

travel to Canada.”

Donna 

Jeavons, 

sales 

director, 

Trafalgar 

“Highlight 

the many ways in which you 

can tailor a guest’s Canada 

trip. With Trafalgar, for 

example, clients can add 

the Rocky Mountaineer 

journey (both Silverleaf and 

Goldleaf options) to many 

of our tours. This, alongside 

the option to add on the 

Calgary Stampede, are high 

up on guests’ bucket lists, and 

make a trip extra‑special.”

Karen Farrar, 

Canada 

expert,  

North 

America 

Travel Service 

“My top tip? The seasons 

in Canada are dramatically 

different, so be sure to 

establish what your client 

is looking to experience 

on their trip, as this will 

determine the best time of 

year for them to travel.” 

HOW TO

sell

eight-day Active Canadian Rockies Adventure, which 

takes in Waterton National Park, Banff National 

Park and Yoho National Park. Prices start at £1,399, 

excluding flights.

 

THRILLS AND SPILLS 

Clients with a need for speed will love the new 

family-friendly Eagle Coaster at Cypress Mountain, just 

outside Vancouver. Riders achieve speeds of up to 25mph 

on a one-mile track with 279 metres of vertical drop. We’re 

equally excited about Vancouver Island’s new Malahat 

Skywalk, a 600-metre treetop walk that has breathtaking 

views of Mount Baker and the Coast Mountains. Another 

reason Vancouver should be on an adrenaline junkie’s 

radar? In July, the city will become the only Canadian 

destination to host a Formula E race this year. 

Finally, powder hounds planning a ski trip should 

consider Marmot Basin, which last year added new 

terrain for the first time in its 56-year history. In Whistler, 

chairlifts due to open for the 2022-23 winter season 

include a six-person replacement for the Big Red Express 

lift in the Creekside area, while the six-person Creekside 

Gondola will be upgraded with a speedier model 

that can accommodate eight people.  

  

HOT HOTELS

Thought the pandemic would mean fewer hotel 

openings? Think again. In Toronto, the 123-room Ace 

Hotel – Ace’s first Canadian outpost – opens in June, 
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