


A six-day Antarctica sailing on Silver Endeavour costs from 

£20,300 per person, based on a February 27, 2024, 

departure from King George Island. Includes food and drink, 

excursions, butler service, transfers, air bridge, international 

business-class flights and hotel stays en route in Santiago. 

silversea.com

BOOK IT

CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT:  
Silver Endeavour; penguins porpoising  
in Neko Harbour; breaching whale;  
Weddell seal, Robert Island   
PICTURES: Paola Calamara; Kris Markovska
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shorter than if you were to do it by the traditional Drake 

Passage,” says Peter Shanks, Silversea’s managing 

director for the UK and Ireland. “We do it in our own 

private charter business-class aircraft. Two hours, straight 

onto the runway at King George Island, straight off the 

runway into the Zodiacs, onto the ship and the same 

on return. It's perfect for those who don’t have much 

time, but can afford that luxury experience.”

Shanks’s top tip is to encourage guests taking the air 

bridge option not to book their own flights to King George 

Island to join the ship. As plans can move at the last 

minute in Antarctica due to the unpredictable weather, 

booking a door-to-door package through Silversea 

means the line takes care of any last-minute changes.

SENSE OF ADVENTURE

The need to be flexible and roll with any itinerary 

changes is something we experience first hand. The stellar 

expedition team on Endeavour plan each day the night 

before to avoid stormy weather, meaning we always 

leave the ship in safe, calm conditions. And frankly, being 

surprised each evening with news of where we’d be 

heading the next day made it all the more of an adventure.

Days in Antarctica unfold with moments that can’t 

be planned, such as a plucky penguin stopping us 

in our tracks at Neko Harbour, flippers out, blocking 

our path to curiously size us up, or waking up to the 

coral and magenta glow of a 3am sunrise behind 

snow-hugged mountains, en route to the Lemaire 

Channel. You can, however, bank on spectacular 

scenery wherever you go: snow-enveloped peaks 

ASK THE 

expertsexperts

“When selling the White 

Continent, find out what’s most 

important to a client. Seeing 

penguin chicks is guaranteed 

in January but go later in the 

season to see pods of whales.”

Caroline Maber,  

head of department, 

Cazenove + Loyd 

soaring up from ice-blue waters; bobbing icebergs 

in all directions, whittled into all shapes and sizes by 

swells; and otherworldly white landscapes, thick with 

thousands of years’ worth of compacted snow and ice. 

It all reminds you of the continent’s sheer remoteness, 

while nothing compares to the feeling of awe when you 

step onto the Antarctic mainland for the first time.

It’s a feeling that more people will have the chance to 

experience as more cruise lines launch expedition vessels 

and capacity to the region increases. There are currently 

54 sites that cruise ships visit across the 800-mile-long 

Antarctic Peninsula, the northernmost tip of the vast 

White Continent. And Silversea is scouting out more sites 

for passenger visits, to spread out lines’ operations in the 

region and to ensure nowhere is overcrowded.

Quite right too: travelling responsibly is something 

that’s impossible to ignore here. Because the wildlife that 

thrives in this extreme-yet-beautiful landscape is truly 

something special – from those blubbery seals and 

majestic, cresting whales, to the clumsy, heart-melting 

penguins that couple up for life here and raise their 

fuzzball chicks, against all the odds. TW

DESTINATIONS

ANTARCTICA | CRUISE

“I broke my ankle three months 

before the cruise, and I was 

really impressed with how 

helpful the teams were. I think 

it’s quite important for people 

to know in advance that they’re 

never going to be pushed 

out of their comfort zone.” 

Jules Maury, head of 

Scott Dunn Private

“The advice I’d give to travel 

agents is be bold. When you 

get those customers who come 

in with a bucket-list opportunity 

and say ‘we don’t really know 

where to go but we want to 

do something really special’,  

think about Antarctica.”
Peter Shanks,  

managing director  

UK & Ireland, Silversea
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