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FROM LEFT: Amazon boat safari with A&K Sanctuary; Riviera Travel will sail Portugal’s ‘River of Gold’ in September PICTURES: A&K Tom Griffiths; Riviera Travel

RIVER CRUISE

houseboat Zambezi Queen offers 

opportunities to upsell extensions in 

Johannesburg and Rwanda.

 

JUNE: RHÔNE AND SAÔNE
Soak up early summer sunshine on the 

Rhône, the only major European river 

flowing into the Mediterranean and 

taking in picture-perfect Provence 

along the way. From mid-June, the 

region’s lavender fields create a vast, 

fragrant purple sea across the 

landscape as ships meander down to 

the coast past historic Avignon and the 

Ardeche Gorges, known as the Grand 

Canyon of Europe. The foodie city of 

Lyon, where the Rhône meets the 

Saône, celebrates these scenic 

waterways at the Entre Rhône et 

Saône festival. This year’s event is from 

June 26-28, when the streets alongside 

the riverbanks will be filled with street 

entertainment and food stands.

 
JULY: AMAZON
The dry season provides perfect 

conditions to discover the world’s 

largest tropical rainforest. Although 

the forest owes its lush appearance to 

short bursts of rain, even in July water 

levels are low – providing a good view 

of the banks – mozzies are few and far 

between and the ground is less 

slippery, allowing for deeper 

exploration into the depths of the 

jungle to search for wildlife and visit 

remote villages. River cruises focus on 

the Peruvian Amazon, where the 

newest ship is A&K Sanctuary’s plush 

Pure Amazon. However, in 2027 

pioneering line CroisiEurope is 

launching 32-passenger catamaran 

Brasilian Dream on the Brazilian side of 

the river, which is the largest by 

volume in the world.

 
AUGUST: RHINE 
With its fairytale castles – more than 

any other river – wine-growing villages 

and vine-clad slopes, the Rhine is 

popular at any time of year. 

Nevertheless, it turns things up an 

extra notch for the dazzling Rhine in 

Flames festival celebrating the wine 

harvest. Towns and villages lining the 

river are lit up by dazzling fireworks 

and flares that illuminate the sky, 

castles and historic buildings. The 

tradition started in Koblenz in 1756, 

and companies including Amadeus 

River Cruises and Great Rail Journeys 

organise special departures to dovetail 

with the extravaganza. This August, 

Amadeus will provide a front-row seat 

to the Koblenz display from the top 

deck of Amadeus Star.

 
SEPTEMBER: DOURO
Portugal’s aptly named River of Gold 

glows even more when it’s washed in 

the burnished colours of autumn, the 

summer heat has cooled to an 

agreeable warmth and the grape 

harvest – known as vindima – is 

underway in the vineyards overlooking 

each side of the river valley. Costumed 

parades and traditional celebrations 

are held in towns and villages as 

grapes are picked for the famous port 

wine. New ships to book include 

AmaWaterways’ AmaSintra, Tui River 

Cruises’ Tui Alma, Viva Cruises’ Porto 

Mirante (formerly operated by Riviera) 

and Riviera Travel’s Riviera Rose. In 

2027, São Rafael will join Uniworld’s 

Douro fleet and Tui Luzia will debut 

with Tui River Cruises.

 
OCTOBER: HUDSON VALLEY
The Hudson Valley region of New York 

State is known for its dramatic autumn 

colours, drawing ‘leaf peepers’ to 

marvel at trees ablaze with shades of 

red, orange and gold. American Cruise 

Lines has dedicated fall foliage cruises 

along the Hudson River between New 

York and Albany that offer a prime 

vantage point to see Mother Nature’s 

stunning seasonal show, and no traffic 

jams to contend with. Book an October 

cruise to coincide with another great 

American tradition, Halloween, and  

a visit to spooky Sleepy Hollow, 

immortalised in The Legend of Sleepy 

Hollow, Washington Irving’s Gothic 

short story and the 1999 film  

starring Christopher Walken as the 

headless horseman. Guests walk ¬
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FROM LEFT: Pandaw has a new itinerary combining the Ganges and Hooghly rivers; Christmas Market, Salzburg PICTURES: Pandaw/David Van Driessche; AmaWaterways

through the graveyard where Irving is 

buried, before visiting the elaborately 

decorated namesake town.

 

NOVEMBER: GANGES
A cruise on the sacred Ganges 

provides a floating window on the 

fireworks on the day of Diwali, the 

Festival of Lights, on November 8, 

2026, plus the festivities in the days 

before and after. Indian crew members 

invite guests to join in and float diyas, 

clay oil lamps, along the river. Small-

ship Asia specialist Pandaw has a new 

itinerary combining the Ganges and its 

major distributary, the Hooghly, 

featuring a two-night stay in Kolkata, 

former capital of British India (see 

pages 40-42). November sailings can 

also be booked with Uniworld on the 

premium, all-suite Ganges Voyager II.

BOOK IT 

Spring: A four-night Amsterdam, Kinderdijk and the Dutch Bulbfields round-trip on Riviera 

Resplendence starts at £1,874, departing April 8, 2027, with flights. rivieratravel.co.uk

 

Summer: A seven-night Rhine in Flames cruise from Basel to Amsterdam on Amadeus Star 

is from £2,726, departing August 5, 2026, including flights. amadeus-rivercruises.co.uk

 

Autumn: A six-night Hudson River Fall Foliage sailing from New York to Albany on American 

Eagle is from £5,611, departing October 20, 2026, excluding flights. fredholidays.co.uk

 

Winter: A seven-night Classic Christmas Markets cruise from Nuremberg to Frankfurt on 

Emilie costs from £4,599, departing December 15, 2026, including flights. uniworld.com

❁ Colombia is a rising river-cruise 
star thanks to its rich culture, 
welcoming communities and 

abundant birdlife. Visit during January 
to March to spot some of its 2,000 
bird species from AmaWaterways’ 

two Magdalena River ships.  

❁ Recommend a February Mississippi 
cruise to coincide with Mardi Gras, 
the biggest festival in New Orleans, 

which is also celebrated with colourful 
parades and events in towns lining 

America’s mighty waterway.
 

❁ As cafe terraces open and flowers 
bloom, spring is a lovely time to sail 
on the Seine. The beautiful light of 

this season inspired Claude Monet 
to paint Spring by the Seine, and his 
gardens at Giverny open in April.

 
❁ Avoid Seville’s sizzling summer 

heat with a spring or autumn sailing 
on the Guadalquivir with CroisiEurope, 

the only line offering sailings on the 
Spanish waterway.

DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS 
MARKETS
A Christmas markets cruise is 

guaranteed to fill your clients with 

festive cheer. Although Germany is 

the traditional heartland of yuletide 

markets, they also have deep-rooted 

traditions in other countries including 

Austria, France and Hungary. All of the 

major river cruise lines offer seasonal 

sailings on the Rhine and Danube, 

and some – including Riviera Travel, 

Uniworld, Viking and Tauck – also 

operate sailings on the Seine. Running 

throughout December to Christmas Eve 

– with options to sail over Christmas 

– cruises range from short breaks 

to week-long itineraries, providing 

plenty of voyages to recommend to 

customers seeking festive joy and 

bountiful gift-buying opportunities. 

Best ofBest of
the rest
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