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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Nido; MarBella’s Anemelia Aqua Park; swim-up rooms at MarBella; Aquavit pool

and bar, Nido pICTURES: Heinz Troll

— | opt for Greek restaurant Platea, which is, as I've
come to expect in the few hours since my arrival,

as gorgeous as it is excellent. A total of 11 bars and
restaurants means none of the space feels crowded,
and a drink or bite to eat is always easy to find.

THE COUPLES’ CLASSIC: NIDO

The Mar-Bella Collection’s adult-only option is within
a few minutes’ walk of the MarBella - and it's a truly
scrumptious affair. The name Nido, which translates
as nest, and a brass plaque outside the luxurious,
intimate foyer say it all: Nido is a Small Luxury Hotel
of the World.

The rooms: With just 70 coolly elegant suites climbing
up the foothills of southwest Corfu’s Agios loannis
Peristeron, Nido feels like an exclusive village in
which every home has a perfect sea view. Local
ceramics and materials add colour and style,

while the over-bed fan is a nice touch.

The food: Guests can opt for bed and breakfast

or half-board, while a stay in a Deluxe Junior Suite
for at least seven nights gets them a raft of benefits
included in the brand’s Signature Life programme,
such as the chance to hire a car for a day, once
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per stay. With a new menu from acclaimed Greek chef
Sotiris Evaggelou, it's tempting to take a table at gourmet
restaurant Apaggio, complete with sweeping views —
butit's 11am, so | opt for complimentary Greek coffee
and sweets instead, served three times a week at the
new Kafeneio coffee shop.

The facilities: Nido has just one pool, as well as two
restaurants, two bars and a wellness space - but that'’s
all part of the charm. This pared-down offering makes

it feel more like an ultra-exclusive tranquil hotel than a
large-scale resort, and it's a very short walk — or a lift
in a golf buggy — down the hill to MarBella for its many
amenities, for even more choice.

BOOKIT

Families: Sovereign offers three niglﬁ‘csy all-inclusive at
MarBella and four nig|’1tsy half-board at Elix from £1,598 per
person, based on a Fami|y of four sharing. The price includes
catamaran transfer and Gatwick Hights on May 26,2024.
Coup|es: A week's B&B at Nido costs from £1,169 per
person based on two sharing, inc|uding transfers and High‘ts
from Gatwick on May 7,2024.

sovereign.com

TRANSFER

IN STYLE

Moving hotels ina |uxury
catamaran would be a higHight
for most peop|e — unless youyre
a nervous sailor, like me. |
clambered aboard for the trip
from MarBella on Corfu to
Elix on the mainland wari|y,
but | needn't have worried;

it was a g|orious experience,
with snorke”ing stops and

the chance to wander the
whitewashed streets of Paxos.

What could top it? Elix, of

course. Set on a pine-[orested

hill above Karavostasi Beach,
the Mar-Bella Collection’s

newest hotel has a grown-up,

design-|ed aesthetic based on
this area of Greece’s Ottoman
herilage. It has more of an
ac]u|t—on|y vibe, but families
are welcome and can choose
half or full-board pacl(ages,

as well as a new premium
all-inclusive o”ering. The
Signalure Life programme
here includes a two-hour bike
tour, emplﬁasising the hotel's
ac{ivity-based focus. From

the |arge beach (accessed via
ZOO-p|us steps or a {unicu|ar),
| watch guests |(ayal<, canoe
and snorkel in the clearest
water |'ve ever swum in, and
reflect that the Mar-Bella
Collection rea”y does, via just
three hotels, offer something
for abso|ute|y everyone - even

non-sai|ing travel writers with

no sense of direction.
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