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DESTINATIONS
NEW RESORTS | GREECE & CYPRUS

Hellenic

havens

Travel Weekly tests out two rebranded resorts to sell

this summer, with reviews of Ella Rocrita in Crete and

Imperial Island Resort by Louis Hotels in Cyprus

ELLA ROCRITA

Crete is not short of resorts, so when a newcomer
claims to redraw the blueprint, you might raise an

eyebrow before telling clients to reach for their suvitcase.

But five-star Ella Rocrita, which debuted in March
after a two-year expansion and reconstruction of the
former Aldiana Club Kretq, is starting with a setting
that feels like a statement of intent. The 358-room
all-inclusive property sits on the Greek island’s rugged
northeast coast, closer to quiet Cretan fishing villages
than to the large-scale resorts seen elsewhere.

The 90-minute journey from Heraklion International
Airport is a long but scenic series of stunning cliff
edges, sun-scorched hills and dramatic flashes of the
Aegean, so by the time guests arrive, they've already
had a glimpse of the island. It's worth noting the current
international airport at Heraklion will soon close to make
way for a new base at Kastelli in a couple of years,
which will reduce the journey time.

The vast Ella Rocrita spreads across the hillside, with
earthy tones and stone textures that blend into the
landscape and echo Crete’s Minoan roots. Rooms,
however, are much more modern, with smart TVs, great
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lighting, robes, slippers and branded beach bags. Many
also have a shared swim-up pool. However, the resort’s

open layout means some rooms look out at car parks or

busy tennis courts, and guests will be aware of sightlines
to other people’s terraces — and vice versa.

Activities for kids include pa(ﬂe|,
tennis and a poo| with an obstacle
course, while coup|es and solo

travellers can find quieter corners

For kids, of which there were many during my visit,
there are activities at Ella Land Kids" Club, including
watersports, padel and tennis, plus a pool with an
obstacle course. But couples and solo travellers can still
find quieter corners, particularly in swim-up areas and
higher room categories.

In fact, Ella Rocrita has swimming pools in
abundance. The main sea-facing pool is stunning,
especially in the early evening when the whole area
settles into a spellbinding sunset. That's also when the
rooftop and beach bars come into their own. >
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Clients have a choice of six restaurants and
three bars. The main buffet at Domend has live
cooking stations and covers everything from
early breakfasts to late-night dinners. Viéla
offers ltalian dishes, Anthéma leans towards
the Mediterranean, Carima is a fusion of South
American and Cretan cuisine, and Smigo — one
of the strongest dining options in the resort, suited
to a slower-paced evening - has meze plates
alongside raki, ouzo and wine. Reservations
are required for most & la carte restaurants, and
smart-casual dress is expected in the evenings.
The Street Food Hub, near one of the main
pools, covers the more casual end of the
spectrum with wraps, salads, burgers, sushi and
ice cream — though quality was inconsistent and
service rather slow. At Mamali beach bar, set
by the beautiful sandy beach, orders were taken
from my very comfy sunlounger, but guests are
expected to collect drinks themselves.

| popped into the Roée Wellness spa, which
sits alongside the gym so guests can move from
training to treatments. The signature massage
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was far more physical than | expected - but
ended up being one of those experiences | really
needed, even though | hadn't realised how much.

It would be tempting to dwell there all day, but
that would be a mistake; the resort’s Ellascapes
programme helps clients explore this part of Crete.
A boat trip to Spinalonga - a small island fortress,
once a Venetian stronghold and later a leper
colony, sitting just off the coast near Elounda - is a
must. The stop in Plaka afterwards is all waterfront
tavernas and sea views; clients should save room
for a plate of fresh sea bass at Giovanni's taverna.

Another highlight was Moni Toplou, a fortified
monastery. The drive is not for the faint-hearted,
but the setting is striking. Monks produce organic
wines on site, and there are tastings of reds and
rosés — drinking wine never felt so ordained.
Review by Dominique Hines

BOOKIT

Jet2ho|idays offers a seven-night all-inclusive stay
from £1,65 per person, based on two sharing. The
price includes 22l<g baggage, transfers, tourist tax and
High‘cs from Manchester departing September 28.
jel2ho|idays.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The main
pool at Ella Rocrita; Moni Toplou
monastery; boat trip to Spinalonga; Ella
Rocrita’s Mamald beach bar and pool
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IMPERIAL ISLAND RESORT
BY LOUIS HOTELS

Half of ancient Paphos still lies underground,
but the modern-day Cypriot city is charging
ahead at full chariot-pelt with its tourism
upgrades. Imperial Island Resort by

Louis Hotels is one such property, having
opened in May after a winter glow-up to
emerge, like Aphrodite from the foaming
waves, with a shiny new fifth star.

The metamorphosis is part of Louis
Hotels' strategy of annual investment,
upgrading mid-range properties to join
its higher-end Elegant Collection. All 239
rooms in the resort have been renovated,
with more than half converted to family
suites, switching children’s bunks for swish
daybeds and adding bedroom-dividing
sliding doors, providing some much-needed
privacy for multigenerational groups.

Juniors can also taste freedom at the
refreshed Kids’ Club (now with an outdoor
soft play area) or the new Teen Club,
complete with gaming stations, billiards
table, a photo booth and TV lounge. >
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About 80% of summer occupancy comes from
families, says operations manager Matthaios
Matthaiou, hence the focus on multigenerational
groups. Plans are underway to open a new water
park in 2027, overhauling the family pool zone
with two new family pools and a kids’ pool.

But I'm delighted to hear the ‘quiet’ pool will
remain unchanged, in all its palm-fringed glory.
Guests will love the refreshed stripy loungers
beside the pools and beachfront — which
is lucky, given that a lack of sunbeds was a
previous point of contention (reassure clients that
there are now 550 of them, so there’s no need to
sneak down before dawn to reserve a spot).

That said, the sands nudging the hotel’s
grounds are compact, so for sandcastle-
friendly shores, suggest clients head to
the popular public beach at Coral Bay, a
30-minute drive north. Alternatively, they
can hop aboard a boat to swim in the
aquamarine waters of the Blue Lagoon, or
even circumnavigate Aphrodite’s Rock three
times fo secure eternal youth — or so I'm told.

Food and beverage formed a key component of
the resort’s extensive makeover. The refurbished
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\/a|ue 1[or money remains l<ey

Depeat customers go back 20
years, but there are hopes of

attracting a new audience too

main restaurant serves up Dionysus-pleasing
buffets: think local delicacies such as honeyed
fruits and peanut brittle, alongside fry-up classics
at breakfast — the British market is the hotel’s main
audience, after all.

Japanese fusion restaurant Fiki has also been
revamped, while Pygmalion plates up such a
tempting array of burgers, it's nigh on impossible
to pick just one (my favourites were the sticky
pork-belly bun, and a Cypriot halloumi and fig
combo). A poolside ‘Snackeria’ - yes, it's a snack
bar - will be added in 2027.

The entertainment venue's facelift has taken the
former ballroom into the 21st century with snazzy
equipment, a DJ booth and a bar, showcasing
nightly shows and quizzes.

Activities elsewhere include stretching sessions,
archery, water polo and boules, if clients fancy
a change from having cool drinks ferried to their

poolside lounger.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Coral Bay
Beach; renovated family room at Imperial
Island Resort by Louis Hotels; Pygmalion
Burger Restaurant; Japanese fusion cuising
at Fiki; one of the hotel’s four outdoor pools
PICTURES: Alexandros loannidis; Shutterstock/aletheia25

General manager Christakis Paraskeva says

an external company has been brought in to
help elevate service standards from four to five
stars, but value for money remains key. Repeat
customers go back 20 years, but there are hopes
of attracting a new audience as well, as more
people search for five-star all-inclusives without
the price tag of a top-end luxury resort.

If visitors do fancy a taste of opulence, the
Unesco-listed Paphos Archaeological Park houses
the ruins of plush ancient Greek and Roman villas,
including some of the best-preserved mosaics in
the world. The archaeological site also sits near
Paphos harbour where, if clients can wrench
themselves away from Imperial Island Resort’s
all-inclusive cocktails, the fresh fish served up will
be well worth the walk around the waterfront —
perhaps that's the real secret to eternal youth.

Review by Harriet Mallinson

BOOKIT

EasyJel I\o'idays offers seven nights from £1,295
per person, all-inclusive, based on two sharing.
Includes 23l<g of |uggage per person, transfers and
Hights from Gatwick on August 3.
easyjet.com/holidays
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