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t’s not an object – it’s a 

comment, it’s a memory 

and it’s human heritage,” 

says art expert Miriam Barbosa,  

as she leads us through the galleries  

of the Reina Sofia towards one of Picasso’s 

best-known pieces, Guernica.

It’s every bit as impressive as I’d expected – and 

yet this world-famous painting is just one of the artistic 

highlights of Madrid, known for its ‘golden triangle’ of art 

museums, with El Prado and the Thyssen-Bornemisza making 

up the other points. Add to that its burgeoning street-art talent, 

serious culinary creativity and a strong live-music scene, and it’s 

clear the Spanish capital’s artistic side is on the up.

i

From grand masters to graffiti artists,  

the Spanish capital is a magnet for  

art lovers, finds Katie McGonagle
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