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MEDITERRANEAN

Ships bring economic 

benefits, not only in 

port fees but also by 

providing employment 

for taxi drivers, guides 

and attractions

ABOVE: Celebrity Apex in Santorini;  

port city of Taranto, Italy 

PICTURE: Shutterstock/Stefano Tammaro

cruising there in March and April.

Celebrity Cruises is kicking things 

off even earlier, offering Greek 

island sailings from February 2026 

and running through to November, 

when a final Med voyage goes from 

Piraeus (Athens) to Barcelona.

Oceania Cruises is also spending 

longer in the Med, with two sailings 

in November added for 2026. 

Meanwhile, Fred Olsen Cruise Lines 

has chosen this autumn to offer its first 

Mediterranean fly-cruise programme 

for 17 years. The September to 

November sailings avoid summer 

crowds and target clients who don’t 

fancy the four or more sea days it 

takes to cruise to the Med from the UK. 

MSC Cruises and Viking are long-

time advocates of year-round sailings 

in the region, enabling passengers to 

travel in what Viking calls the “quiet 

season”, but others are testing the 

winter waters. Silversea is offering 

its largest-ever Med season this 

year, with a record five ships in 

the region and Silver Muse slated 

to stay until November 2026.

Windstar Cruises was already a 

convert and has seen such strong 

demand for the Med in winter that it 

has expanded the programme for this 

year and next. It includes new calls 

into Genoa in Italy, and overnight stays 

in Dubrovnik, Venice, Nice, Barcelona, 

Malaga and Livorno (Florence).

“We’ve seen growing interest in our 

year-round Mediterranean cruises, 

particularly as during winter we go 

to classic cruise destinations we may 

usually avoid because our guests will 

see them without throngs of tourists,” 

says Augustus Lonsdale, UK and 

Ireland head of sales for Windstar.

 
THE FLIP SIDE
While it is easy to blame cruising 

for overcrowding in the Med, given 

ships are big, visible targets, it’s 

important to remember they also 

bring economic benefits, not only 

in port fees but also by providing 

employment for taxi drivers, guides 

and attractions – plus hotels and 

restaurants in places where a pre 

or post-cruise stay can be added.

The port of Taranto in the south 

of Italy is expecting calls from lines 

including P&O Cruises, Azamara and 

Windstar, along with Italian Costa 

Cruises and Tui’s Mein Schiff 5.

Laura Cimaglia, the port’s director 

of general and international affairs, 

addressed Seatrade Cruise Global 

delegates in Miami in April. She 

said: “Cruising’s rise has led to 

a paradigm shift in [Taranto’s] 

economic model, adding tourism jobs 

as an alternative to the steel mill.” 

For clients curious about the impact 

of overtourism, conveying this insight 

is a way to highlight the positives of 

visiting new places and the joys of 

discovering lesser-known ports of call.
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