


SUMMER NIGHTS
Swedish Lapland has long been associated with winter 
holidays, as people flock here for the snowy activities as 
well as to cross the Finnish border to pay Santa Claus a 
visit in his fabled hometown. But summer here carries a 
different type of magic – pleasant temperatures of up to 
20C and thriving nature accompany the midnight sun, 
a big draw for visitors to the region, particularly around 
the time of the Midsummer festival in June.

Usually, 10.30pm would be late to set off for a walk, 
but even though the sun was concealed by clouds when 
we went out, you could be fooled into thinking it was the 
middle of the day. If clients are worried about disturbing 
their circadian rhythms by visiting during a time of 
24‑hour daylight, fear not: hotels and lodges are well set 
up with blackout blinds to help block the sun’s rays.

SÁMI CONNECTION
The seasons in the north of Sweden change quickly. 
The Sámi – the Indigenous people of this region – split 
their calendar into eight seasons, which helps reflect the 
distinct transitions between them. Nature and wildlife are 
integral to the Sámi way of life, and these seasonal shifts 
are seen on the ground as well as in the sky.

“The forest is a resource,” says Pia Huuva, co‑founder 
of Sámi retreat Huuva Hideaway. “But the Sámi 
philosophy is that you don’t take more than you need.” 

BOOK IT

PICTURED: Pia Huuva and Henry Huuva, co‑founders of Sámi retreat Huuva Hideaway; midnight sun at Nordic 
Lapland Resort; lunch in a smoke hut at Kukkolaforsen PICTURES: Emmie Bolmstedt/imagebank.sweden.se; Natalie Marsh
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Haparanda 

Stadshotell

In the heart of Haparanda 

– between the Torne River 

and the Gulf of Bothnia – lies 

the charming Haparanda 

Stadshotell. It dates from 

1900, making it one of the 

town’s original hotels, and 

even played host to Vladimir 

Lenin in 1917 on the eve of the 

Russian Revolution. Historical 

artefacts adorn the walls and 

windowsills, giving a glimpse 

into the hotel’s fascinating 

past, replete with stories of 

spying and smuggling across 

the border. Its 92 rooms range 

from standard doubles and 

family rooms to elegant marble 

suites. Guests can enjoy three 

restaurants: the Kafe Gulasch 

Baronen (recreated to its 

turn-of-the-century glory), the 

beautiful First Class Dining 

Room serving traditional Torne 

Valley cuisine, plus the granite-

walled Game Cellar, where 

menu staples include reindeer 

steak and hazel grouse breast.

Best Served Scandinavia offers the three-night Summer 

in the heart of Swedish Lapland itinerary, from £1,120 

per person, based on two sharing on a half-board basis. 

Includes flights, an outdoor dining experience at Huuva 

Hideaway and three days’ car hire. 

best-served.co.uk 

Sunvil can arrange a three-night stay at the Haparanda 

Stadshotell from £1,616 per person, based on two sharing. 

Includes breakfast, car hire, one dinner, tickets to the 

Kukkolaforsen whitefish festival, a Sámi food experience 

at Huuva Hideaway and flights from Heathrow on July 25.

sunvil.co.uk

Pia and her husband Henry run experiences to 
educate visitors on Sámi culture and cuisine, deep in 
the forest in Övertorneå. We try our hand at foraging, 
looking diligently at the flora beneath us to find some 
pretty shoots to decorate our table for lunch as well as 
garnish our drinks, before sitting down to enjoy some 
local delicacies. Pickled herring and reindeer blood 
pancakes are on the menu, accompanied by fresh 
lingonberry juice – and it’s all delicious. Sitting outside, 
with rays of sunlight streaming through the trees, it’s clear 
there’s more to Swedish Lapland than just the winter.
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