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DESTINATION

to open in 2026. It’s part of a wider 

revitalisation of Stokes Hill Wharf, 

along with a new hotel and a clutch of 

restaurants and bars. 

FLYING VISIT

Farther along the wharf, within a few 

metres of the cruise terminal, sits an 

interactive museum dedicated to the 

Royal Flying Doctor Service, which 

provides Australia’s remote rural 

communities with healthcare, both 

preventative and in life-threatening 

emergencies. The hangar showcases 

the story of the ‘flying doctor’, as well 

as some of the aircraft once used 

to reach areas of the vast Northern 

Territory that are inaccessible by road. 

Admission is £14.50 for adults and 

some of the proceeds go to the charity. 

Commissionable tickets are available 

via Top End Marketing Co, which also 

contracts through operators such as 

Anzcro, AAT Kings and Journey Beyond 

to offer popular combination tickets with 

other Darwin and Top End attractions. 

The museum also offers a virtual 

reality experience that recounts the 

bombing of Darwin Harbour in 1942, 

when more ordnance was dropped on 

the docks here than at Pearl Harbor. 

That wasn’t the only dramatic 

moment in Darwin’s recent history, 

though: on Christmas morning 1974, 

Cyclone Tracy tore through the city, 

killing 66 people and reducing much of 

the centre to rubble. The Museum and 

Art Gallery of the Northern Territory 

updated its exhibit last December to 

mark 50 years since the disaster. 

It’s a reminder that the city’s recent 

regeneration is just the latest chapter 

in a history of renewal – and a good 

starting point for an adventure through 

Australia’s ancient history and outback 

rock-art sites, as well as an introduction 

to the world’s oldest living culture.

 

BOOK IT: AAT Kings’ new 11-day Northern 

Territory Explorer tour starts with three 

days in Darwin and visits Kakadu, 

Nitmiluk, Alice Springs and Uluru. 

Tour-only prices start at £3,902 in 

April and May 2026. It will operate as a 

small-group departure of 16 to 24 guests.

aatkings.com

APT’s 17-day Kimberley and Top End 

tour travels from Broome to Darwin via 

the Gibb River Road and El Questro, 

with stays in the Nitmiluk and Kakadu 

national parks, Arnhem Land and 

Ubirr. Land-only prices start at £7,995.

aptouring.com 

WHERE TO  

GO NEXT
 

Kakadu National Park: Australia’s 

largest national park has been 

home to Bininj and Mungguy 

Aboriginal people for more than 

50,000 years. It is home to 

ancient rock-art sites, enormous 

escarpments and more than a 

third of the country’s bird species.

The Ghan: This luxury train service 

tracks the route taken by the 

overland telegraph line between 

Darwin and Adelaide, and later by 

the Afghan cameleers who  

helped build a vital railway line 

through the outback.

Litchfield National Park: Termite 

mounds might not sound like a key 

tourist draw, but the sheer power of 

nature at this national park – home 

of waterfalls, weathered sandstone 

pillars and an array of plant and 

animal life – is undeniable.

Nitmiluk Gorge: With towering 

sandstone cliffs that almost seem 

to glow red in the right light, it’s 

easy to see why this area is of such 

significance to the Aboriginal Jawoyn 

people. Expect hiking, crocodile-

spotting cruises and even flightseeing 

over the rugged landscapes.

Nitmiluk Gorge

Royal Flying Doctor 
Service museum

P
IC

T
U

R
ES

: S
h

u
tt

e
rs

to
c
k
/T

o
b

y 
G

ra
ys

o
n

; T
o

u
ri

sm
 N

T/
N

ic
k 

P
in

c
o

tt
, A

n
n

ie
 N

g
u

ye
n

travelweekly.co.uk/touring-adventure

91TRS2539139.pgs  10.09.2025  12:13    BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

A
R
T

P
R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

C
L
IE

N
T

S
U

B
S

R
E
P
R
O

 O
P

V
E
R

S
IO

N

fe
a
tu

re
 1

  


