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WINTER SUN | SOUTH AFRICA

for any Johannesburg itinerary, 

it’s an incredibly moving (often 

uncomfortable) experience as it 

charts the country’s apartheid years 

up to the first democratic elections. 

One of the most affecting areas is 

the political execution room, where 

131 nooses hang from the ceiling 

as a memorial to those executed for 

opposing the government. 

Afterwards, my guide Jabu takes 

me to Soweto for a proper African 

lunch (and a recovery Castle lager) 

at Sakhumzi restaurant on Vilakazi 

Street. Created by the oppressive 

apartheid government in the 

1930s “to keep blacks out of white 

suburbs”, Soweto is now the fourth-

largest city in South Africa and a 

tourist attraction in its own right.

On a Lebo Backpackers tuk-

tuk tour, led by funny and wildly 

knowledgeable guides who grew 

up in the township, we trundle 

around the middle-class areas and 

delve deep into Soweto’s gritty 
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backstreets. Vilakazi Street is its 

most famous address, thanks to 

having had two Nobel Peace Prize 

winners, Nelson Mandela and 

Bishop Desmond Tutu, as residents. 

Don’t miss a visit to Mandela 

House museum, where he lived with 

Winnie in the early 1960s.

URBAN BUZZ

Johannesburg is a city of 

neighbourhoods, each with its own 

charm and appeal. I spend my first 

night at Voco, a hip new IHG hotel 

in Rosebank, Joburg’s arts and 

shopping district that is all malls, 

galleries and antique shops, dotted 

with cocktail bars and the city’s 

hottest brunch spots. The first Voco 

to open in Africa, it’s bursting with 

colour and style, especially in its 

funky restaurant, Proud Mary.

Johannesburg is a great 

launchpad for exploring the region. 

A 30-minute drive from Rosebank 

is Pretoria, the administrative 

capital, where Nelson Mandela 

was inaugurated as the first black 

president in 1994, commemorated 

by a magnificent nine-metre-tall 

statue in the grounds of the Union 

Buildings. In September, the friendly 

city turns a princely shade of purple 

when the indigenous jacaranda 

trees come into bloom.

A 40-minute drive west of 

Pretoria is the Cradle of Humankind, 

one of the world’s most important 

archaeological sites, where some 

Selling tips

	❂ Monica Di Vito,  

Flight Centre  

“A safari has been on my wish 

list for years and it did not 

disappoint. Seeing wild rhinos 

and lions only metres from 

our truck is something I will 

never, ever forget. However, 

loadshedding in South Africa 

is real. Be prepared and bring 

a power bank and torch.” 

	❂ Criona Buggie,  

Travel Counsellors  

“I enjoyed Soweto, especially 

seeing where Nelson Mandela 

and Bishop Desmond 

Tutu lived. And I found the 

Apartheid Museum very 

moving. My selling tip is to 

put the safari in the middle 

of the itinerary, then spend a 

few days chilling out with the 

monkeys at Sun City.” 

	❂ Catherine Featherston, 

Travel Counsellors  

“I recommend Sun City as a 

great family destination. Riding 

Zip 2000 is extreme and 

something I will remember 

forever. But I adored the 

malaria-free Madikwe Game 

Reserve. The first moment  

you see the animals in the  

wild is unforgettable.”  
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