


CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Wirra Wirra 

Vineyards, McLaren Vale; Kangaroo Island; 

Spring Gully Conservation Park, Clare Valley; 

Seal Bay Conservation Park, Kangaroo Island 
PICTURES: South Australian Tourism Commission/Ben Goode

TW

Onkaparinga Gorge. Here, western grey kangaroos bound near 

the lookout over the 650 million-year-old, glacier-cut gorge. 

The selected wineries have very different characteristics. Wirra 

Wirra offers grandeur, story-packed history and private tasting 

rooms. Bekkers is defiantly small-scale, incredibly fussy about the 

fruit that passes the quality threshold and happy for Smudge the 

dog to welcome new guests. And, at d’Arenberg, tastings take 

place at the top of a five-level cube rammed with psychedelia, 

sensory experiences and cartoon character urinals.

The day finishes on Maslin Beach, a short hop from the 

wineries. It’s a long, curving stunner, with multi-coloured cliffs at 

the southern end. Here, hooded plovers nest. As always in South 

Australia, the wildlife is never too far away from the wine. 
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sheep stud farm. Included is a glass of limited-edition 

Islander wine, which apparently isn’t sold on the mainland.

At this moment, the two key prongs of South 

Australia’s visitor offering – wildlife and wine – combine. 

And South Australia’s wine tourism ventures have 

undergone an even bigger refresh than the wildlife wing. 

In the Clare Valley, there’s now a 70-mile wine and 

wilderness walking trail. This passes through Spring Gully 

Conservation Park, home to kangaroos and possums, 

and guests can stop off at the Jim Barry winery, where 

exclusive premium-range tastings are combined with 

platters of local foods in a new Armagh Experience.

MCLAREN VALE

It is the McLaren Vale region, a 45-minute drive 

south of Adelaide, that is really booming, however. 

Post-lockdown newcomers include tastings at the Lloyd 

Brothers’ grand scale, Tuscan-style Barrel Hall and 

Aboriginal cultural experiences at Gemtree Wines.

Elsewhere, the Chalk Hill Collective brings locally 

made wines, gins and pizzas together in a new 

purpose-built centre of indulgence, while Oliver’s 

Taranga has ambitiously expanded an 1850s workers’ 

cottage for an old-meets-new cellar door experience.

According to Simon Burley of private luxury tour 

specialist Coast & Co, McLaren Vale is “one of the 

easiest places in the country to make wine, with a 

consistent climate”. The region’s secret weapon isn’t 

its world-class shirazes, however – it’s the variety on 

offer. Coast & Co’s first stop isn’t a winery at all – it’s 

Bed down: “Adelaide has over 200 cellar doors within an hour’s drive. 

Handily, the city has experienced a real bed boom in the past three 

years. Check out new shining stars such as The Oval, EOS, Crowne 

Plaza, Sofitel and Hotel Indigo Adelaide Markets.”

Get a guide: “Most wildlife tours and winery experiences in South 

Australia are run by passionate locals in the know. Book your client 

a local guide to immerse them in the hidden gems. For example, 

Exceptional Kangaroo Island and Coast & Co are both commissionable.”

Wildlife: “Kangaroo Island has strong, commissionable touring and 

accommodation options. Package them up when you book your 

client on the ferry or 40-minute flight.”

Gold Medal offers an 11-night 

holiday in South Australia 

from £2,869, based on a 

November 2023 departure. 

The price includes flights 

from Heathrow, car hire and 

ferry tickets, plus stays in 

Adelaide, Barossa Valley, 

Flinders Ranges and a luxury 

tent on Kangaroo Island. 

goldmedal.co.uk
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