DESTINATIONS

Cban

Colonial character, classic beaches
and easy all-inclusive packages?
Sarah Bridge finds it all in Cuba

eal-life whales are famous

for travelling great
distances, but a giant plastic
whale? It sounds unlikely to
move at all. Yet one night last
year, the colourful aquatic
centrepiece at all-inclusive
Iberostar Bella Vista Varadero on
Cuba’s stunning north coast was
blown right out of the swimming
pool and all the way across the
luxury resort.

The night in question was, of

course, when Hurricane Irma
struck in early September 2017.
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The first category-five hurricane
to hit Cuba in 80 years created
winds of up to 125mph, caused
millions of pounds in damage

and affected tens of thousands of
homes and buildings.

However, just one year on and
you would be hard pushed to find
any signs that such devastation
was wreaked upon the resorts
that line Cuba’s famous beaches.

While every hotel has its own
tales of destruction - broken
windows, flooded floors and
hundreds of trees swept away by

the force of the hurricane - they
also have stories of the inspiring
aftermath, as workers came
from all over Cuba to repair the
damage. The hardest-hit hotels,
along Cuba’s north coast from
Varadero to Cayo Santa Maria
and Cayo Coco, were shut for
two months but still managed
to emerge, refurbished and
reopened, for the start of the
season.

The replanted trees will take a
while to reach the height of their
predecessors, but Cuba’s golden
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beaches are world renowned and
the resorts that line them are
very much open for business.
While most of the hotels
are all-inclusive - the main
resort areas are still relatively
undeveloped and there isn’t a
great deal in the way of outside
entertainment or independent
restaurants - the hotels
themselves are keen to provide
a distinctly Cuban vibe, with
everything from food and drink
to evening entertainment served
up with local flair. Q
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ALL-INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS CUBA DESTINATIONS
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DESTINATIONS CUBA ALL-INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS

ABOVE: |berostar Playa Pilar

» CAYO COCO
Like Varadero, Cayo Coco is one
of Cuba’s most popular resort
regions - and it’s not hard to see
why. With white-sand beaches,
coral reefs and rich lagoons
housing flocks of bright-pink
flamingos, Cayo Coco is rich in
colour, life and atmosphere.

At the 482-room lberostar
Playa Pilar, diners at the Japanese
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restaurant are treated to an
evening of culinary theatrics as
food is prepared tableside, the
chef flourishing his knives and
flicking morsels directly into
hungry mouths, while at the
neighbouring Iberostar Daiquiri,
guests can make rum cocktails
from fresh sugar cane, or sip
seriously strong margaritas at the
Mexican restaurant. All-inclusive

rates start at €153 or €103 per
night, respectively, for two.
During the day, Playa Pilar
guests can join in competitions
by the pool or relax in its luxury
spa and beauty salon, before
gearing up for the night’s
entertainment, with a nightclub
that’s open until the early hours.

> HAVANA

A landmark site in a city full of
landmarks, the Iberostar Parque
Central is just 100 metres from
the newly renovated National
Capital Building and right in
the centre of Old Havana. It’s a
modern hotel in a colonial-style
building, which feels luxurious
from its vast lobby (live music
entertains guests from morning
coffee to pre-dinner cocktails)
to its rooftop bar and swimming

pool, with spectacular city views.

Bed-and-breakfast rates start at
€202 per night, for two people.
Parked right outside the hotel

are the fabulously colourful
vintage American cars for which
Havana is famous - you’ll travel
in style whether you’re in a pink
Cadillac or a scarlet Chevrolet
- but if you prefer to go on
foot, you are just minutes from
Havana’s historic heart and many
of Ernest Hemingway’s old haunts.
Proof that hotels are icons in
their own right here comes in
the shape of the Habana Riviera
by lberostar, an art-deco hotel
that has been declared a national
monument. Opened in 1957 as a
casino hotel to rival those in Las
Vegas, the 352-room Habana
Riviera is a living homage to
the era of cocktails, cabarets
and cool living, featuring an
outdoor seawater pool, vast
lobby overlooking the Malecon
esplanade, and fine-dining
Primavera restaurant. Bed-and-
breakfast rates start at €132 per
night, for two people.
iberostar.com/en @
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BAHIA PRINCIPE

Discover the island of eternal spring...

Beautiful historical sites like La Laguna,
natural jewels like Teide, where the waters will
leave you breathless. deep-rooted traditions
and delicious local cuisine. An island that
adapts to any kind of vacation and provides
the most complete experience.
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Energize yourself with the activities and make
sure you don't leave Tenerife without trying its
delicious cuisine and spending time with the
open and friendly Canarian people. Sitting on
a terrace ovaerlooking the sea and trying its
typical foads should be on the to-do list

Al our hotels you can eénjoy the comfort and
quality of services of a Caribbean resort while
still in Spain. Let yourself be swept away by
this unique place with its lively culture and
impressive landscape

lenerife - Spain



