DESTINATIONS
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Haven is perfect for
outdoor activities

EASTER
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members to visit. And the half-terms simply aren’t long enough.
To my mind, Easter is the perfect school holiday. It's a time of

transition. Spring is doing its thing, and while Europe’s beaches haven't really
hit the boil, temperatures in the southern Med are perfect for an active break.
Yet you can still hit the tail end of the ski season or spot the northern lights if
chilly thrills appeal. And with a solid fortnight, long-haul travel really comes
into its own. We've rounded up some of the best Easter breaks based on age
— for tots up to the age of seven, tweens (from eight to 12) and teens - so you
can find one to fit each client.

S ummer is too busy. Christmas is too fiddly, with all those family
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What young families are capable of taking on is
rather subjective. Some parents may be champing
at the bit to get back to their adventurous ways,
while others, taking their first tottering steps
towards a family holiday, may prefer the simplicity
of a more manageable resort stay.

For the latter, Al Fresco Holidays recommends La
Croix du Vieux Pont, a holiday park just a two-and-
a-half-hour drive from Calais. Indoor soft play and
a retractable roof over the family pool, shallow kids’
pool and spray park — all heated — weather-proof this
trip to France so early in the year. When the sun is out,
there are three playgrounds, and activities including
go-karting, trampolining and cycling, with kid-sized
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Some parents may be champing
at the bit to get back to their
adventurous ways, while others may

pre%er the simp|icity of a resort stay

bikes and baby seats available. Seven nights in a
two-bedroom mobile home, plus a standard car on the
Dover-Calais ferry, leads in at £460.

If sun is key, budgets are bigger and they're game to
go long-haul, Tui suggests the Riu Santa Fe in Los Cabos,
Mexico. It's a 24-hour all-inclusive with an on-site splash
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park and a kids’ club for the over-fours. A week at Easter
starts at £1,120 per person, including flights.

Adventure can be on the cards, even for young
children. Families Worldwide brings Morocco info play for
kids of two and over with its nine-night Atlas Mule Train
trip, which includes a horse-drawn carriage ride around
Marrakech, four days in the Atlas Mountains (adults walk,
kids can ride mules) and a beach stay at Essaouira.

Solo parents can benefit from the security and
companionship of an organised tour, and Intrepid
Travel’s 10-day Northern India Family Holiday for Solo
Parents is open to children of five and over. Explore
bazaars, marvel at the Taj Mahal and even spot tigers —
they’ll think The Jungle Book has come to life. >
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OF THE BEST
FLIGHT-FREE
BREAKS

Easter Fun
Easter activities at Butlin's
include a Spring Farmyard and
Easter Egg Hunt, which suit the
very youngest. The Bognor Regis
resort has a huge indoor poo|
with a toddler area, p|us football

c|asses {OI’ two—year—oHs ancl up.

Outdoor activities
Haven par|(s have p|enty for
tweens, from bushcraft to
archery. At Craig Tara, the new
all-weather Lighthouse Harbour
Adventure Vi”age has climbing

WSHS, rope courses and crazy go”

Theme parl(

Easter at Disneyland Paris
combines favourite characters,
with Frozen celebrations
continuing until May, and Marvel

Super Heroes arriving at the

end OF March.
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This age bracket is the easiest
to book for. They’re not too old
for fun-packed stays at hotels
with all the bells and whistles,
and age-appropriate adventure
tours abound.

If it's the first time the family
has gone beyond fly-and-flop,
a familiar destination can calm
parental nerves. Activities Abroad
has a new, week-long Active
Family Adventure in Tenerife,
with thrills including snorkelling,
whale-watching, stand-up
paddleboarding, kayaking, zip-
lining and a cable-car ride up
Mount Teide. It's maximum fun,

minimum fuss, staying in one hotel
all week, in the characterful north-
coast town of Puerto de la Cruz.

Also staying at a single centre
- a lodge on the Arctic Circle —
Exodus Travels’ Finnish Winter
Adventure can bring snowy magic
and sightings of the northern lights
as late as April. At this time of year,
long daylight hours leave plenty of
time for snowshoeing, dog-sledding
and, for the bold, ice-climbing.

For something farther dfield, try
Costa Rica - it's small and safe,
with a well-established infrastructure
and a thoroughly exotic range of
landscapes and wildlife. Sunvil

They're not too old
for {un—packed stays
at hotels with all the
bells and whistles,
and age-appropriate

tours abound

suggests a 12-night trip, staying in a
jungle lodge in Tortuguero National
Park, traversing canopy walkways
and swimming in hot springs in the
shadow of Volcano Arenal, and
ending with a stay in a resort near
Manuel Antonio’s beaches, where

SAFARIS
WITH KIDS

Classic Collection
Ho|idays' director of
product and supp|y, Alex
Gavalda, recommends
Madikwe Game Reserve
in South Africa for safaris
with younger kids. “It's in
a malaria-free zone and
has the loig five. Even
under-sixes can enjoy a
private, 9O-minute game
drive with their paren‘(s."
He suggests coml)ining
Madikwe with a stay in
Cape Town, where they
can see penguins, and
time at Sun City, which

has a water parl( and

crocodile vi”age.

G Adventures’ new
National Geographic
Fami|y Journeys feature
an Easter Serengeti
Safari. It's for over-sevens
and clients will need to
take antimalarial tablets,
but the game-viewing
options are great, with
visits to the Serengeti p|ain
and Ngorongoro Crater.

you can spot sloths, toucans and
iguanas in the grounds.

For parents who'd prefer to
combine action for the kids with a
little adult downtime, Gold Medal
recommends a stay at Centara
Grand Beach Resort in Phuket.
With a water park that features a
lazy river and slides, a kids’ club,
children’s playground and sports
centre, there should be more than
enough to keep the youngsters
entertained while their parents
relax with a book or spend time
in the spa. Seven nights’ bed and
breakfast starts at £1,179 per
person including flights. >
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SUMMER HOLIDAY DEALS ARE SELLING FAST
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Dubrovnik, Croatia

WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN WESTERN CARIBBEAN GREEK ISLES & ITALY

FROM ROME (CIVITAVECCHIA) FROM MIAMI FROM ROME (CIVITAVECCHIA)
7 ‘ NORWEGIAN ‘ MAY - OCT 7 ‘ NORWEGIAN MAY - AUG 10 ‘ NORWEGIAN ‘ MAY - NOV
DAYS EPIC 2020 DAYS BREAKAWAY 2020 DAYS GETAWAY 2020
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Santorini, Greece

“Coztimel; Mexico

CRUISE ITINERARY: Rome (Civitavecchia), Italy ®
Kotor, Montenegro ® Dubrovnik, Croatia ® Corfu, Greece ®
Santorini, Greece ® Mykonos, Greece ® Naples, ltaly ®
Florence/Pisa (Livorno), Italy ® Rome (Civitavecchia), Italy

CRUISE ITINERARY: Miami, Florida e
Roatdn, Bay Islands, Honduras ©
Harvest Caye, Belize ® Costa Maya, Mexico ®
Cozumel, Mexico ® Miami, Florida

CRUISE ITINERARY: Rome (Civitavecchia), Italy ©
Florence/Pisa (Livorno), Italy ® Cannes, France ©
Palma, Majorca, Spain ¢ Barcelona, Spain ®
Naples, Italy ® Rome (Civitavecchia), ltaly

Inside Stateroom from Balcony Stateroom from

£1,079% | 21,594 e

Based on 12 November 2020

Inside Stateroom from Balcony Stateroom from

£9] 9 PP™ £] ,] 89 PP™

Based on 10 May 2020

Balcony Stateroom from

£909 pp-

Inside Stateroom from

£6 5 9 PP

Based on 21 October 2020

FLIGHTS, OTHER STATEROOM CATEGORIES AND SAILINGS ARE AVAILABLE

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK, CALL 0333 336 2915 OR VISIT AGENTS-UK.NCL.EU

*The 30% Off promotion applies to the total voyage fare (including the non-commissionable fare) for cruise only bookings made between 04 and 10 February 2020 inclusive for all guests in qualifying staterooms. Discount does not apply to any flight element or to the land portion of Cruise tours or bundles. Government taxes, port expenses
and fees, discrefionary onboard service charges and gratuities are addifional. Discount applies to all guests in qualifying staterooms including those occupied by a single guest paying 200% of voyage fare. Discount will be deducted from the balance payment. Promotion and combinability with other promotional offers is subject fo change at
any fime at NCL's discretion. Promotion is applicable to new individual FIT reservations. Qualifying reservations can be moved into an existing speculative group and count towards tour operator credits. Promotion can be held as o new fraditional or FS group converted to OF or BK status within the promotional booking window. Offer is not
combinable with existing group bookings and is not applicable to charfered dates or group types CMI OP EVENT, CMI OP LG EVENT, INCREG and INCLARGE. Discount is non-refundable, non-transferable and has no monefary value. Other restrictions may apply. Promotion is applicable to NCL UK. *The upgrade offer is available on all sailings and
for dll categories including IX, OX, BX and MX (Guarantee Categories) but applicable terms vary for certain ships and sailings. Applicable o UK office (NCL LONDON). Not applicable to all other offices. Upgrade charge depends on cruise length. £99pp for cruises of 7-9 days. Applicable to Tst and 2nd guests sharing a stateroom only (unless
otherwise stated). Friends & Family offer available on select sailings only. Single occupants of stateroom paying 200% of voyage fare qualify **Lead prices are based on inside and balcony categories on featured sailings and are correct at the time of printing and include the promotional discount. Fares are per person shown in £6BP and based
on cruise only, double,/twin occupancy including government taxes, port expenses and fees. NCL reserves the right to correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions and to change or update fares, fees and surcharges ot any fime without prior notice. For full terms and conditions of all promotions and booking conditions, please visit ncl.com. NCL
(Bahamas) Ltd, UK Office, Mountbatten House, Grosvenor Square, Southampton, SO15 2JU. ©2020 NCLCORPORATION LTD. UK Office 2nd Floor | Mountbatten House | Southampton | SO15 2JU. Ships Registry: Bahamas and United States of America. 7345.9.1.20.



WISH YOU WERE HERE?

LONG BEACH, MAURITIUS

Mauritius, sprowled along a stretch of
. Perfect for families, dive d first in to fun in the sun with splash-tastic
tainment and c[r:-.h'gh”u dir-lrug From the oc:fion-pccl:c-.cf kids and teens

ne spa, there's something for everyone at this pi-:Ture-perfe-::T property.

62 6 FEBRUARY 2020

12 night family
summer holiday

from £1,229pp

What's on offer:
scount on half
board included

Staying in a Junior Suite
(2 adults and 2 children)

Return flights with Emirates

Private transfers

Call our destination specialists on
0141 955 4000 to find out more.

el

100% protected, your customers’
holidays are safe with us.

Ah, teenagers — perhaps the trickiest
customers of all. Offer action, adventure
and access to others of their own age to
avoid the grunts, groans and sighs that
signal dissatisfaction.

Luxury family favourite Sani Resort is starting
the season with a teen-focused bang, with its
new Bear Grylls Survival Academy launching
on April 10. Teens can take part in shelter and
raft building, and eating wild food, with classes
starting at €40 per day.

Caribtours recommends the Annabel Croft
Tennis Academy at Algarve super-resort Pine
Cliffs. Coaching courses during the Easter
holidays will get any budding Venus or Roger
Centre Court-ready for the summer term. A
seven-day, room-only stay with five days of
coaching for the whole family starts at £2,739
for two adults and two children.

Cruise lines are also getting in on the teen
market, increasing facilities tailored to their needs.

.- Newmarket
Holidays

MSC reports that 40% of its under-18 passengers
are teens, and new flagship MSC Grandiosa
- sailing in the Med during the Easter holidays
— features three new activities: a dance crew
competition, drone relay race and a spy mission.
Carnival’s newest ship, Carnival Panorama,
is sailing from Long Beach along the Mexican
Riviera, and features Sky Zone, a trampoline
park and challenge area with a climbing wall,
jousting beam and tug of war contests. There's
also a 24-hour video arcade, some fairly
hardcore waterslides and two clubs for teens —
Circle C for 12-14s, and Club O2 for 15-17s.
Adventure tours also present a great
opportunity for family bonding. The average
age of children on Explore’s 11-day Vietnam
Family Adventure Tour is 14, and the highlights
- kayaking in Halong Bay, trying the traditional
martial art of kinh van, and learning to make
Vietnamese doughnuts from a homestay in the
Mekong Delta - suit teens perfectly.

£75 LOWDEPOSITS i

Lapland Santa
6xpero’ence Day Trips

Adults from £529 | Children from £439
December 2020 | Flying from 12 UK airports

What'’s included?

Therma
In-flight ¢c:

Escorted Tour Specialists

For bookings, brochures, personalised posters & more,
visit www.newmarketholidays.co.uk/agents-login

or call us on 0330 160 4999

travelweekly.co.uk
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“Orlando rea”y is a destination for all ages.
Walt Disney World's Magic Kingclom lets
toddlers meet their favourite characters and has
many gent|e rides without height restrictions.
Tweens love the animal and marine life at
Disney’s Animal Kingclom and SeaWorld
Orlando. And no teen could be bored with
the new Universal Orlando Resort thrill rides
- Hagric]’s Magica| Creatures Motorbike
Adventure and Harry Potter and the Escape
from Gringotts. My picl( for fami|y stays are the
new Universal Endless Summer Resort Dockside
and Disneyvs Art of Animation Resort. Both are
close to the par|(s and offer ear|y admission.”
Malcolm Davies,
product destination manager,
Funway Holidays
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